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POLICY:

In order to ensure patient safety while at the same time affording patient and surgeon, the full range of
anesthetic techniques, the following schema represents the consensus within the Department of
Anesthesia as to neuraxial interventions (i.e. spinal anesthesia, epidural anesthesia or spinal/epidural
catheter removal).

PROCEDURE:
Physicians and nurse anesthetists within the Department of Anesthesia will follow the attached schema,

unless in their best judgment, there is a reason for deviation, which will be documented in the patient’s
chart.

Russell T. Wall, MD
Chief of Service, Anesthesia
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DEPARTMENT OF ANESTHESIA

TIMING OF NEURAXIAL MANIPULATION AND ANTICOAGULATION

Time of Intraoperative Neuraxia
Needle Insertion

Policy Number: 9116
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Time of Postoperative Neuraxial
Catheter Removal

o o
NSAID No added kignificant | No specific cpncerns with |
Aspirin | risk with {nsertion timing of removal |
Unfractionated No added significant | No specific cpncerns with Resume
Heparin SC | risk with insertion* timing of femoval* '

Unfractionated . . Wait 2-4h Wait 1h Resume Wait 2-4h Wait 1h Resume
Heparin IV Check PT/PTT Anticoagulants Check PT/PTT Anticoagulants
Low MW Heparin**‘ Wait 10-12 hr Wait >8h Resume Wait 10-12h Wait >2h Resume >

. Wait 24h Wait 24h Anticoagulants Remove prior to Wait >2h Anticoagulants
High Dose or q12h 1% dose

Check PT and IN

R if dose given

Warfarin > 24 hrs previously or Check PT and INR dail
| If > dose given | INR < 1.5 to removk catheter |
Plavix (clopidogrel Wait 7 Days Wait 7 Days
Bisulfate
) [

*

** “High Dose” of LMW Heparin is > 1 mg/Kg/24 hours

Check platelets if patient has been on Heparin SC for 4 or more days



